
OIG’s jurisdiction.

As a result, we have contacted the Department’s OPR and have
forwarded your letters to them for their review and appropriate action.

OPR’s jurisdiction
rather than the 

recusal from the investigation, and whether his actions are consistent with
applicable standards of professional conduct, also fall within 

Department’e investigation relates to the legal duties of
Department attorneys, and therefore these allegations fall within the
jurisdiction of the Department’s Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR), not
the OIG. Similarly, issues concerning former Attorney General Ashcroft’s

noti&ing staff about the 

Specifically, the actions of Department attorneys in providing advice to White
House lawyers about whether it was permissible to wait 12 hours before

recuse himself from this investigation.

After careful review, we have concluded that the issues raised in both
your July 26 and August 17 letters fall outside the jurisdiction of the OIG.

Ashcroft violated conflict-of-interest rules by
failing to timely 

alIegations
that former Attorney General 

Offce of the Inspector General (OIG) to
investigate the Department’s actions. In a second letter dated August 17,
2005, you and Congressman Hinchey asked the OIG to investigate 

25,2005

The Honorable John Conyers, Jr.
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
US. House of Representatives
Washington, DC. 205 15-62 16

Dear Congressman Conyers:

This is in response to two letters you recently sent regarding the
Department of Justice’s (Department) investigation of the disclosure of
information about the identity of an undercover Central Intelligence Agency
employee. Specifically, a letter dated July 26, 2005, from you and several other
Members of Congress raised concerns that Department attorneys permitted
delays that may have resulted in the loss or destruction of evidence related to
the investigation, and you asked the 

of Justice

Office of the Inspector General

August 

Department  U.S. 



cc:

Glenn A. Fine
Inspector General

The Honorable Maurice Hinchey
Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives

H. Marshall Jarrett, Counsel
Office of Professional Responsibility
Department of Justice

:

Please contact me or Deputy Inspector General Paul Martin if you have
any questions about this response.

Sincerely,

. 

I


